
Balanced Literacy Framework K-12 

Instructional Methodologies within a Language Rich Environment 

  

Teacher reads aloud, modeling 

fluency and demonstrating those “in 

the head” comprehension strategies 

that take place while reading a variety 

of content texts (i.e. making the 

invisible visible). 

Aloud 

(TO) 

Teacher explicitly models writing, 

demonstrating all phases of thinking 

while writing in front of students (i.e. 

making the invisible visible). This 

includes content specific writing in all 

content areas across grade levels. 

Teachers read with students, fostering 

a love of reading, while at the same 

time modeling habits and behaviors of 

fluent readers and encouraging 

students to practice strategies with 

him/her using content specific texts. 
 

Shared 

(WITH) 

Teachers write with students while 

at the same time modeling habits 

and behaviors of the writing 

process and the writer’s craft, as it 

pertains to their content area focus. 

Teachers create a context in which 

students receive support as they think, 

talk, and question their way through 

texts in literacy discussion groups 

facilitated by teachers across content 

and grade levels. 

Guided Practice 

(WITH) 

Teacher provides support for 

students as needed as students 

explore aspects of the writing 

process that have been previously 

demonstrated. 

Teachers provide a regular 

opportunity for readers to engage in 

self-selected text across content areas, 

allowing readers time to develop the 

stamina, perseverance, and motivation 

characteristic of life-long readers.   

Independent 

(BY) 

Teachers provide a regular 

opportunity for students to apply their 

understandings of the writing process 

and the writer’s craft as students write 

in a variety of contexts across content 

areas. 

Responding to Reading 

Responding to reading occurs throughout 

all phases of balanced literacy and allows 

readers to reflect on and extend thinking, 

creating a deeper understanding of the text 

through active interaction.   
 

Word Work 

Word work weaves through all instruction, 

showing students the power of vocabulary 

and how words work in the English 

language.  Key components are: phonemic 

awareness, phonics, vocabulary, grammar 

and fluency. 

Balanced 
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