
Farmington Literacy Instruction 

Guided Practice in Writing 
 

What does guided writing look like? 

 

 Guided writing may be done as a small group activity. 

 Groups are small, flexible, and short term.  They are 

determined by students’ needs.  

 Teachers may provide guidance and instruction to 

individuals through individual writing conferences. 

 The students do the writing, but are supported as 

needed by a teacher in a writing conference or mini-

lesson. 

 

What is guided writing? 

 
Guided writing is an interim step 

between teacher directed and 

independent writing.  It is a highly 

focused writing experience designed 

to teach a specific skill or strategy to 

the whole group, a small group, or 

an individual student, and to allow 

students to explore aspects of the 

writing process that have been 

previously demonstrated.  The 

teacher provides support for students 

as needed.  It is intended to promote 

critical thinking about the writing 

process. 
 

  

Why do guided writing? 

 

 Guided writing provides 

students with the opportunity to 

be creative and to learn to be the 

author of a variety of texts. 

 Students will be encouraged to 

write for a variety of purposes. 

 The differentiated approach 

allows students to move through 

the writing process and develop 

skills and strategies at their own 

pace, thus gaining more 

knowledge as their individual 

needs are addressed. 
 

How do teachers support 

students in guided writing? 
 

 The teacher presents a mini-

lesson.  This is a brief lecture, 

demonstration, or writing tip 

that emerges from what the 

teacher notices the students need 

to learn from observing their 

writing, conferring with them, 

and reviewing their writing 

folders.   

 As the students write, the 

teacher walks around providing 

links to previously taught mini-

lessons giving them an 

opportunity to engage with the 

mini-lesson concepts while the 

teacher is close by to guide and 

support. 

 This time might be an 

opportunity to stretch and 

expand the writing skills of 

gifted students, to re-teach key 

writing skills for struggling 

students, or to demonstrate an 

informational text feature a 

group of students would find 

helpful in their content writing. 

What does a writing 

conference look like? 

 

The teacher meets with 

students, either individually 

or in small needs-based 

groups, engaging them in 

conversations that enable the 

writer to move forward with 

the writing process. 

What does a mini-lesson 

consist of? 
 

A mini-lesson is a brief lecture, 

demonstration, or writing tip that 

highlights a particular aspect 

writing (i.e. elements of various 

text types, grammar, 

punctuation, spelling, the writing 

process, etc.).  It is often linked 

to reading, and various text types 

may be used during a mini-

lesson as a model of writing. 

 


