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How do teachers support independent writing? 

 
 Writing conferences occur daily during all phases of the writing process 

and might include finding ideas for writing, focusing a topic, expanding 

an idea, seeking feedback from other writers, etc. 

 Independent writing is used for investigations and the expansion of 

ideas. 

 Teachers meet with small, flexible groups to provide instruction around 

a specific focus on the writing continuum. 

 Teachers create contexts that provide many opportunities for students to 

write in a variety of genres and allow students to revisit genres of their 

choice throughout the year. 

 Student writing can take different forms as students choose the direction 

for their writing based on purpose, interest and genre. 

 Teachers create agency by promoting student independence and 

decision-making throughout the writing process. 

 Teachers provide an avenue for students to collect their writing over 

time and opportunities to reflect on their growth as writers. 

 Teachers provide numerous opportunities for students to share and 

celebrate writing. 

 

What does independent writing look like? 

 
 Teachers provide adequate time for students to think about and practice 

independent writing. 

 The primary focus is on writing as a means for thinking, reflection and 

supporting new learning. 

 Teachers monitor student progress along the writing continuum. 

 Students engage in multiple writing experiences and contexts that are 

both teacher and student selected. 

 Teachers provide rubrics and models of proficient writing to support 

students’ self-evaluation of writing. 

 Teachers develop a culture that supports many opportunities for student 

conversation to promote thinking in writing. 

 Student progress is guided through conversations with other writers at 

every stage of the process. 

 Students have opportunities to set and self-evaluate writing goals. 

 The Writer’s Notebook is an important tool to support students in their 

writing process. 

 

What is independent writing? 

 
Independent writing happens at all 

stages of instruction and is used to 

support thinking.  Students apply their 

understandings of the writing process 

and the writer’s craft as they 

demonstrate their ability to write in a 

variety of contexts.  Writing practice is 

ongoing and occurs daily in a variety of 

forms. 

 

Why use independent writing? 

 
 Writing is a craft to be taught and it 

requires practice. 

 Independent writing is a tool that 

allows students to practice what 

they already know, refine what they 

are learning and attempt what they 

are just discovering. 

 Through writing, students will 

develop deeper understandings 

around content. 

 Writing is thinking on paper.  “If I 

can write about it, I know I’ve got 

it.” 

 When students have a purpose for 

writing and an authentic audience, 

they will write. 

 

How do writers’ notebooks 

support student learning? 
 They are a primary means of 

developing a writer’s process. 

 They provide an opportunity to 

monitor growth over time. 

 

What behaviors to look for? 
 

 Students are applying what they 

have learned about writing. 

 Students choose appropriate mentor 

texts for their writing. 

 Students show increased confidence 

and independence in their own 

writing and in conversations with 

others about their writing. 

 Students demonstrate growth in 

their writing as they move along the 

writing continuum. 

 Students develop agency as they 

take ownership of their writing. 
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resources that support the writing 

process? 
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