
Farmington Literacy Instruction 

Responding to Reading 
 

What are some possibilities 

for responding to reading? 

 
Response to reading can be both 

written and verbal and can include: 

 Personal response to text 

 Response to open-ended 

questions 

 Written response, including: 

o Directed free-writes 

o Reaction/Position 

Statements 

o Annotations 

o Reflective Writing 

o Summaries & Reviews 

o Response writing; 

connecting, questioning, 

and predicting 

 Response to text during small 

group instruction 

 Response to text shared 

through reader’s notebooks 

 

What is responding to reading? 
 

Proficient readers in the real world think 

about what they are reading and form 

opinions and responses as they read.  

Responding to reading allows the reader 

to reflect on and extend understandings 

as they evolve.  As readers think about 

what they are reading, they have 

opportunities to ask authentic questions, 

make comments and connections, and 

form opinions that allow meaning to go 

beyond the literal level.  This process 

creates a deeper understanding of the 

text through active interaction. 

 

Why respond to reading? 
 

 Responding to reading allows 

readers to make their own thinking 

visible as they create meaning from 

text that might serve as a model or 

launch point for discussion. 

 Reading response allows a reader to 

notice a writer’s craft and 

determine how the author’s use of 

craft has affected the reader. 

 Reading responses allow readers to 

observe the thinking of other 

readers. 

 As readers share their responses, 

they develop a sense of community. 

 As teachers and students create 

opportunities for many kinds of 

reader responses, they are able to 

monitor reading growth. 

 

How do teachers support 

students’ responses to reading? 
 

 Teachers model their own 

responses to reading as well as 

provide models from published 

reviews. 

 Teachers create social settings (e.g. 

guided reading groups, literature 

circles, book clubs) in which small 

groups of students talk to other 

students about their reading. 

 Teachers create open-ended 

questions that extend students’ 

thinking and depth of 

understanding. 

 Teachers allow students to engage 

in a variety of response formats in 

order to communicate their 

thoughts. 

 Teachers support an environment 

that encourages risk-taking and 

allows students to explore a variety 

of options for responding to their 

reading as an extension of their 

understanding of the text. 

 Teachers provide specific feedback 

about process and content that 

supports students in making 

meaning and moving along the 

continuum. 

 

What does responding to reading look like? 
 

 Students often have choice in how they respond. 

 Responding to reading focuses on making and extending meaning and 

refining interpretation rather than on literal comprehension questions. 

 Through reader response, students develop a sense of what is important 

in text and are able to form judgments about what they are reading. 

 As students share their responses, they interact with other readers, 

developing new perspectives and extending meaning. 

 Teachers provide multiple avenues for response in small group, whole 

group and individual settings using increasingly sophisticated text. 

 Written response to reading provides another context for assessment of 

understanding of content and the processes for making meaning. 

 Written response to reading occurs daily throughout the year. 

 Students refer back to previous entries to reflect on their growth as 

readers and writers. 

 

How can teachers evaluate 

reader response? 
 

 Monitor student responses for 

increasing depth and complexity 

of understanding as they move 

along the reading continuum. 

 Monitor behaviors that represent 

growth in student independence 

(i.e. levels of engagement in text 

and authentic responses to 

reading). 

 Monitor student talk around their 

reading and responses to their 

reading. 

 Use Reader’s Notebooks to 

monitor students’ reading goals, 

increasing process 

understandings and depth and 

complexity of responses. 

 


