
Farmington Literacy Instruction 

Writing Aloud/Writing Demonstrations 
 

Writing to learn: 

Informal writing that promotes student 

understanding and thinking. 

 Directed free writes 

 Reaction / position statements 

 Annotation 

 Reflective writing 

 Summary / Interviews 

 Response writing, including: making 

connections, making predictions, and 

questioning 

Learning to Write: 

Formal writing that demonstrates student 

understanding and learning 

 All phases of writing process, including: 

-Forming intentions 

-Planning 

-Composing 

-Revising 

-Editing (role of conventions in meaning) 

-Publishing 

 Organization and patterns of extending writing 

 Short responses (approaches and characteristics) 

 Specialized/ technical writing characteristics 

 Working with the demands of various genres 

 

What are some processes / strategies that might be demonstrated? 
The items listed are merely possibilities for demonstration.  These lists are not exhaustive nor are they to be used 

as a checklist.  Demonstrations should be based on student needs as identified from the writing continuum. 

How do teachers determine an 

instructional focus? 

 Analyze student writing for 

strengths and approximations 

(looking for application of the 

writing process, application of 

grammar usage, evidence of 

spelling strategies, etc). 

 Monitor student understandings of 

processes through independent 

writing. 

 Monitor student thinking through 

informal writing. 

 Reference the state standards for 

grade-level expectations. 

What does a writing demonstration look like? 
 

 Teachers establish an instructional focus based on the writing process 

and patterns of writing behaviors students are demonstrating along the 

writing continuum. 

 Teachers model their own writing and explicitly share their thinking. 

 The demonstration usually takes the form of a 10 minute mini-lesson, 

typically for whole group although sometimes for small group 

instruction. 

 Students practice the demonstrated thinking or process in the context of 

their own writing. 

 A demonstration might occur prior to beginning a piece of writing or at 

any other point during the writing process. 

 Writing demonstrations are an integral part of literacy instruction and 

become part of regular practice. 

 Teachers set expectations for student learning during a demonstration 

and subsequent independent practice. 

 Teachers use mentor text to demonstrate elements of writers’ craft and 

the process of writing. 

 

What is a writing demonstration? 

 

During writing demonstrations, teachers 

model their own writing as they 

explicitly share their thinking while they 

write.  Writing demonstrations occur in 

front of students as teachers engage in 

their own authentic writing.  Teachers-

as-writers demonstrate all phases of 

their thinking:  modeling their 

approaches to meeting the purpose of 

the piece, addressing the audience, 

organizing and supporting ideas, 

attending to style, and/or using writing 

as a tool for thinking.  Over time, 

students may also demonstrate their 

thinking in order to provide multiple 

perspectives of the writing process. 

 

Why do writing demonstrations? 

 

 Writing demonstrations reveal the 

otherwise invisible ways of 

thinking about and creating a piece 

of writing. 

 Writing demonstrations model the 

processes proficient writers use 

when creating a formal or informal 

piece of writing. 

 As teachers demonstrate, they set 

expectations for student learning 

and practice during independent 

writing. 

 


